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tation amongst themselves the Stockbridges concluded to
remain until the Sacs returned which would be about 40
days. I then took a steam-boat and went down the river
to the Lower Yellow Banks to overtake Dr. W. having
one of them in company but he returned in two or three
days to Rock I.

After a few days the Stockbridges met with the Stabber
who is considered by the Sacs as head chief but not by the
white people. Fearing that it would be sickly when the
hot weather came on they began to wish to return and they
proposed to the Stabber to make the intended visit to his
people &e. At first he objected as his people were out
hunting and besides they had not provisions, he said, to re-
ceive them; at length however he consented after they told
him that they had provisions of their own. Accordingly
they went and staid there about five days but having no
interpreter could converse but little with each other and
so the Sacs understood but little the object of their visit.
Still T had reason to believe from what I afterwards ascer-
tained, that a favorable impression was made upon their
minds by the visit. After this the Stockbridges set their
faces towards home and it was not until some weeks after
they had left that I heard of it. I had gone down the river
to visit one of the most remote bands upon the river Des
Moines, intending to return and accompany them when
they went to meet them in council &ec.

The deportment of the Stockbridge delegation during the
whole tour was such as to do honor to themselves and the
cause of missions. Many white people where we went had
never seen a civilized or Christian Indian before, and the
Stockbridges were almost as much a curiosity to them as
Indians would be in many parts of the N[ew] [England].

Often the most singular inquiries would be made, as
* Do they belong to the church?” “ Can they speak Eng-
lish? " &c. The appearance of John Metoxen, his conver-
sation, &c. were universally spoken of with admiration,
particularly by Christians. On their return they were of
course alone and they came by land part of the way. I re-



